Sco

News of Weill Cornell Medical College and Weill Cornell Graduate School of Medical Sciences

I May 2007

Shining a Spotlight on Student Research

WCMC symposium focuses on independent research options for medical students
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ix months after creating | largest in its history with 36 re-
an administrative office
dedicated to supporting
medical student re-

search, Weill Cornell

search presentations overall.
The success of the student-or-

ganized symposium, as well as

the creation of the new Office

Medical College held its fifth
annual Medical Student Re-
search Day on March 14, the

Dr. Skorton Makes the Rounds

Cornell University president holds first Grand Rounds at WCMC

GREATER COLLABORATION BETWEEN WEILL CORNELL MEDICAL COLLEGE (WCMC),
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital and Cornell University in Ithaca is a major priority,
stressed Cornell President David J. Skorton in his first Grand Rounds lecture at Weill
Cornell on Jan. 18. Dr. Skorton broadly discussed the public service and outreach roles
of academic health centers both at Cornell and in the community at large.

“We need to focus planning with agreement among all the institutions and increase the
interdependence of the Medical College with the Hospital and Cornell-Ithaca,” said Dr. Skor-
ton, who is also a cardiologist and faculty member in internal medicine and

of Medical Student Research,
marks an increased emphasis
on independent research expe-

riences for medical students at
Weill Comnell.

“Real, independent student
research is turning out to be in-
creasingly important for gradu-
ates of progressive schools,”
said Dr. Joel Pardee, associate
dean for research services and
head of the Office of Medical
Student Research.

“It’s a bit of a transition from
school to life and that requires
not only professional training,
but training in administering,”
said Dr. Pardee. “Students love
to do it, and frankly, they're bet-
ter at it because they bring a lot
of energy to the symposium.”

Planning for the 2007 Re-
search Day was led by Aimee
Angle-Zahn and Alex Pitts-
Kiefer, both first-year, non-tradi-
tional students coming to Weill
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Cornell after careers in biomed-
ical research, and included sec-
ond-year medical students
Connie Chen, Jonathan Chen
and Ankit Patel.

“Often medical students go on
to become not just physicians,
but leaders in academic medi-
cine and this involves research,
whether it is basic science or
clinical research,” said Angle-
Zahn. “And this symposium is a
celebration of our academic
work and a start on our path to-
ward becoming physicians.”

Reflecting larger research
trends in academic medicine —
and in an effort to provide more
opportunities for students—the
College expanded definitions of
research to include not only tra-
ditional work in basic and clini-
cal sciences, but >>>page 5
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President Skorton with Cornell alumnus and Weill
Cornell Class of 2010 student Daniel Friedman.
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Secondhand Smoke '“Scdpe
at 30,000 Feet

WCMC collaboration with flight attendants organization looks
at long-term dangers of secondhand smoke

lying the friendly skies got a lot healthier

in 1988, after smoking was banned on all

U.S. flights. Now, flight attendants, bar-

tenders and other service industry per-

sonnel are being recruited for a series of
studies examining the impact of someone else’s
cigarette smoke on your health.

The studies—funded by an $8.7 million grant
from the Flight Attendant Medical Research
Institute (FAMRI) —are being conducted at
Weill Cornell in collaboration with the Inter-
national Early Lung Cancer Action Program (I-
ELCAP), the largest CT lung tumor screening
effort in the world.

Researchers hope to recruit more than 5,000
participants for the new studies, which will fo-
cus on the early detection of illness related to
secondhand smoke.

“We expect to show that it is possible to
screen for disease caused by secondhand
smoke early enough for effective treatment,”
explained Dr. Claudia Henschke, professor of
radiology and cardiothoracic surgery at Weill
Cornell and chief of the Chest Imaging Divi-
sion at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell.
She is also principal investigator of Il ELCAP

and of the new FAMRI-IELCAP initiative.

“Today, the surgeon general estimates that
35 million U.S. children are still exposed to
secondhand smoke in the home. Obviously,
this is a threat that is not going away,” said Dr.
Antonio M. Gotto Jr., dean of Weill Cornell
Medical College. “We applaud FAMRI for
their leadership in addressing this important
public health issue.”

The FAMRI-IELCAP Collaborative Network
will peer into the issue of secondhand smoke on
a number of fronts.

“We hope to assess the risk of specific respira-
tory and cardiovascular diseases for people ex-
posed to this toxin, and develop appropriate
screening,” Dr. Henschke said. “We also hope
to determine if increased levels of certain in-
flammatory ‘biomarkers’ in urine, called
prostaglandins, might serve as a red flag for the
early effects of tobacco smoke.”

Two pilot projects are also planned for each
year. Of the first two projects planned, one
will examine sinus disease linked to second-
hand smoke, while the other will explore gene
expression patterns in hopes of finding new
targets for therapy.

“It is well-established
that secondhand smoke
causes a wide variety of
health problems, from
heart disease to lung can-
cer and beyond,” said Dr.
Herbert Pardes, president

y

and CEO of NewYork-
Presbyterian. “This bold
series of collaborative
and multidisciplinary
studies is designed to
bring the maximum ben-
efits for the millions ex-
posed, and in the most
timely and cost-effective
manner possible.” m
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Treating Prostate Cancer: More Is More

Study refutes conventional “watch and wait” strategy for aggressive prostate cancers

Dr. Ash Tewari meets with members of the press during a March 13
demonstration of the use of robotics in prostate surgery.

o treat or not to treat? For
many men facing a diagnosis
of aggressive prostate cancer,
doctors often advise against ac-
tive intervention, adopting a
“watch and wait” approach instead.
But that tactic too often fails, ac-
cording to a new Weill Cornell study
that could change the clinical man-
agement of this deadly condition.
Published in the March Journal
of Urology, the study of 453 men
with localized but aggressive
prostate tumors found that opting

men’s life expectancy compared
with a wait-and-see approach.

“Men who got the active treatment
lived an average of 14 years after di-
agnosis vs. just seven years for pa-
tients who were treated more
conservatively,” said the study’s lead
first author Dr. Ashutosh Tewari, di-
rector of robotic prostatectomy and
urologic oncology outcomes at
NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cor-
nell and the Ronald P. Lynch Associ-
ate Professor of Urologic Oncology
at the Medical College.

for surgery or radiation doubled the

Hitting Cancer Where It Hurts

New treatment is first to directly target a tumor’s blood supply

A BREAKTHROUGH TREAT-
ment developed by WCMC re-
searchers is aimed literally at the
lifeblood of lethal cancers.

Reporting in the February Jour-
nal of Clinical Oncology, a Weill
Cornell team described an im-
mune system antibody called
J591 as the first agent to directly
target the blood vessels that feed
cancer’s growth.

“This is an important first in the
fight against malignancy,” ex-
plained the study’s senior author
Dr. Neil H. Bander, the Bernard
and Josephine Chaus Professor of
Urological Oncology. While other
so-called “anti-angiogenic” thera-
pies have sought to impact tumor
vasculature, they have always done
so indirectly, by blocking the effects
of blood vessel growth factors.

J591 is different. In their phase
1 trial, the Weill Cornell team

watched as the antibody homed
in on a molecule called prostate-
specific membrane antigen
(PSMA). “PSMA was first identi-
fied in prostate cancers and, be-
cause it was not found in any
normal tissue and was anchored
to the cell membrane, it was des-
ignated ‘prostate-specific mem-
brane antigen.””

Dr. Bander’s lab developed
J591 to target the segment of
PSMA on the exterior of the cell
membrane. “In the course of
characterizing J591, we also dis-
covered that PSMA is present in
high amounts in blood vessels
that feed a wide variety of can-
cers but not in the body’s nor-
mal blood vessels,” Dr. Bander
explained. “This set the stage
for highly targeted treatments
that can directly attack the
blood supply of cancers with the

potential for few side effects.”
The preliminary trial included
27 patients with a wide variety
of tumor types, including
melanoma and cancers of the
kidney, bladder, lung, breast,
colon and pancreas. Using a ra-
dioactive tracer, “we could
clearly see that J591 locked on
specifically to PSMA within the
sites of disseminated cancer,” he
said. “This is really exciting be-
cause the antibody should allow
us to deliver lethal drugs directly
to the tumor vasculature—some-
thing that no one’s done before.”
Clinical trials in prostate can-
cer have already confirmed that
J591 can efficiently and effec-
tively target payloads consisting
of therapeutic radioisotopes or
drugs to prostate cancer sites
wherever they are in the body.
“Current anti-angiogenic ap-
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According to

(A) Indium-labeled )J591 scan in a
patient with metastatic kidney
cancer demonstrating localization
to the left front skull. (B) Magnetic
resonance imaging of the brain
confirming the presence of a left
frontal lobe metastatic lesion.
proaches simply starve the
blood vessels of growth signals,
but with J591, one can directly
target a lethal blow right at the
tumor’s blood supply. This could
open up a whole new front in

the war against this disease.” m
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studentnews

It’s a Match!

orners throughout the Great Hall
in the new Weill Greenberg Cen-
ter were lit up with the glow of cell
phones just after noon on March 15,
as fourth-year medical students at
Weill Cornell called their family and
friends with good news: all 92 of them
would have jobs next year, and yes, after

“This is one of those days that we always
remember,” said Dr. Antonio M. Gotto Jr.,
dean of Weill Cornell Medical College.
“We have another outstanding round of stu-
dents and we are proud of all of them.”

This year, 78 percent of Weill Cornell
graduates matched to a position at one of
the top 50 medical institutions as ranked

WCMC medical students share news of their residencies during the March 15 “Match Day” ceremony.

four rigorous years at Weill Cornell, they
would be at some of the most prestigious
medical institutions in the country.

For more than 15,000 students, “Match
Day” is the moment when medical school
seniors across the country first learn where
they will be spending their years of resi-
dency training following graduation. At ex-
actly noon, students ceremoniously open
envelopes holding the fate of their next
four years.

The match process begins as student ap-
ply to as many as 20 residency programs
throughout the country, who in turn select
qualified students to meet for an informa-
tion interview. Following that meeting,
both sides rank each other, with the most
accomplished seniors “matching” with the
top institutions.

by U.S.News & World Report in 2006. Mir-
roring a national trend, more Weill Cornell
graduates applied for—and successfully
matched in—the nine most competitive
subspecialties.

Although the process has become ex-
tremely competitive —with grades, ex-
tracurricular activities, and independent
research experience all boosting students’
chances of a prestigious match —one as-
pect has not changed since the National
Residency Matching Program began 55
years ago: it is an individual relationship
between an institution and a student, and
no statistic can quantify exactly what
makes a “good match.”

“It’s a very individual definition of suc-
cess,” said Dr. Carol Storey-Johnson, senior
associate dean for education, moments be-

WEILL CORNELL THE SCOPE 4

MAY 2007

Weill Cornell seniors “match” to
some of the nation’s most prestigious
residency programs

fore the students were allowed to rush for-
ward and open their “match” envelopes.
“We know where our students are going and
we know that Weill Cornell has done well,
but ‘match success’ is an intricate and com-
plex phenomenon to describe.”

Although students can apply to more
than two dozen different kinds of programs
and specific specialties, medicine often
breaks down into broader categories, such
as those positions geared toward the tech-
nically inclined (surgery or positions that
involve dialysis or catheterization, for in-
stance) or those requiring more patient in-
teraction (psychiatry and family practice),
said Dr. Storey-Johnson.

As for the chosen institution’s quality,
students may weigh factors like reputation
or location, but they also include intangi-
ble factors. “Institutions want the most
qualified students and students want to go
where they’ll get the best possible training,
but there are a lot of ‘gut’ feelings in a final
match list,” said Dr. Peter Marzuk, Weill
Cornell’s associate dean for curricular af-
fairs, adding that he has known many top
students who ranked the best programs
lower on their list because of a feeling
about that particular institution.

To make these decisions, students are
provided with a faculty adviser at Weill
Cornell from their chosen field of interest,
but many also rely on informal networks
comprised of upperclassmen, deans,
trusted faculty and the residents they meet
while doing subinternships in hospitals
around New York City.

Laura Libby, a fourth-year student from
New York who applied to 17 programs and
ultimately matched to St. Vincent’s Hospi-
tal in Manhattan, said her parents—both
doctors—as well as residents at NewYork-
Presbyterian/Weill Cornell provided some
of her best counsel. But ultimately her final
decision came down to an impression, not
statistics or rankings: “You get a feel for them
and you might get a feel back from them—
and I got that feel at St. Vincent’s.” m

studentnews

Knitting for the NICU

WCMC graduate students knit hats for preemies at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell

ON FEB. 14, AS TEMPERATURES HOVERED
in the high 20s and snow fell in New York City,
a small group of Weill Cornell graduate stu-
dents, along with nurses, faculty and friends
of the Medical College, were making sure that
babies in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
(NICU) at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/
Weill Cornell would be well-protected against
any cold-weather drafts.

The group, formally known as the “We Knit
Because We Care Campaign,” coursed its way
between incubators, seeking out parents and
providing their premature babies with hand-
knit hats specifically sized for their tiny heads.

The group began when Georgette “Charli”
Yandolino, an administrative secretary at the
Weill Cornell Graduate School of Medical Sci-
ences, approached the Graduate School Exec-
utive Counsel (GSEC) with the idea of creating
a student knitting club that would provide pre-
mature babies with yarn caps, which she had

Newborn Nehir Kayhan models her new cap
that was hand-knit by WCMC graduate students.

seen at Winthrop Hospital on Long Island when
she was visiting her newborn triplet nieces.
Pamela Wille, a pharmacology graduate
student and the treasurer of GSEC, began co-
ordinating the effort, eventually meeting with
NICU clinical nurse manager Claudette
Theuriere; Barbara Loughlin, wife of Depart-
ment of Pediatrics Chairman Dr. Gerald Lough-
lin; and Anita Gotto, wife of Weill Cornell
Medical College Dean Dr. Antonio Gotto. Mrs.

Gotto, who hosted the meeting, founded the
“We Care” program of volunteer services fo-
cused on patients and their families at
NewVYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell.

For premature babies, the little caps
serve a very specific, and vitally important,
clinical purpose.

“A premature baby’s head is disproportion-
ately larger than a full-term baby’s, and they
tend to lose more heat through their heads,”
said Dr. Jeffrey Perlman, chief of the Division of
Newborn Medicine. “These caps allow them to
maintain warmth, particularly outside the incu-
bators in rooms where there may be drafts.”

As the snow continued to fall outside, one
happy mother said she wouldn’t be needing
a hat; her baby would be leaving later that
day. Pamela Wille, the campaign’s student
coordinator, seized her opportunity: “I said,
‘No, today is a perfect day—you definitely
need one!’”’ m

>>> from page 1

Spotlight on Med Student Research

projects in clinical epidemiol-
ogy, public and community
health, and psychology, among
others fields.

The Medical College also
encourages students to pursue
as many external research ex-
periences as possible, which
was reflected in the number of
student projects with co-au-
thors from institutions outside
of Weill Cornell, including the
University of Michigan, Har-
vard University/Massachusetts
General Hospital, Duke Uni-
versity, among many others, in-
cluding those closer to home
like Mount Sinai Hospital and
Memorial Sloan-Kettering

Cancer Center.

“If a student finds someone
through a different school or
the NIH that they want to
work with, we allow them to
do research wherever they
want to,” said Dr. Pardee. “We
would love to have them here,
of course, and many do their
research here.”

During the afternoon on Re-
search Day, 31 students pre-
sented posters as faculty and
other students filtered through
the Great Hall in the Weill
Greenberg Center. Later in
the afternoon, students with
either completed or more ad-
vanced projects who expressed

interest in delivering oral pre-
sentations discussed their work
in the Weill Auditorium.

Dr. Laurie Glimcher, the
Irene Heinz Given Professor of
Immunology at the Harvard
School of Public Health, pre-

sented the symposium’s keynote
address. Dr. Glimcher said she
admired Weill Cornell’s pro-
gram and its renewed push for
student research, and said with
strong students like those she
had met while on campus, it’s
best to give them

First-year student Brian Rebolledo discusses his
poster presentation with Dr. Joel Pardee.
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an opportunity and
let them take it:
“With students this
good, you just let
them go.”

Judging by the
10fold increase in
student presenta-
tions during this
year’s Research Day,
it seems that many

| students have done
A justthat. m



science
ataglance

Gene Imbalance Helps Drive Rare Blood Disease

THE INTERPLAY OF GENES EXPRESSING TWO KEY PROTEINS HELPS SPUR
dangerous iron overload in patients with a rare form of chronic anemia, called
beta-thalassemia, concluded an international team led by researchers at Weill
Cornell. “For years, doctors assumed that the transfusions patients needed
were the driving force behind their iron overload,” explained lead researcher
Dr. Stefano Rivella, assistant professor of genetic medicine in pediatrics at the
College. Reporting in Blood, his team found that genes controlling two pro-
teins—ferroportin and hepcidin—get out of balance in beta-thalassemia,
prompting excessive iron uptake. “But if we can manipulate this relationship,
we may be able to get iron absorption back under control,” Dr. Rivella said. m

Dr. Stefano Rivella and members of his research team in the lab.

NYP/Westchester Division Launches Major Anorexia Study

SPEARHEADING THE FIGHT AGAINST ANOREXIA—THE DEADLIEST OF ALL
psychiatric illnesses—researchers at Weill Cornell and NewYork-Presbyterian
Hospital’s Westchester Division are partnering with five other medical research
centers to study the eating disorder. “This four-year randomized, controlled
study is the first to test two early-intervention treatments in children aged 12 to
18 diagnosed with anorexia,” explained Dr. Katherine Halmi, a Weill Cornell
professor of psychiatry and director of the Eating Disorder Treatment Program

Working to Ensure Cell Transplant Success
FOR YEARS, DOCTORS HAVE TRIED TO CURE
Type 1 diabetes by transplanting new insulin-producing
islet cells into the patient’s pancreas. These efforts have
largely failed, however, because the immune system
gradually eats away at these “foreign” cells. But a new
study published in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences may change all that. “Through a
sophisticated manipulation of the immune system’s T-
cells, we were able to shield transplanted islet cells in
mice from immune attack,” explained lead researcher
Dr. Manikkam Suthanthiran, the Stanton Griffis Distin-
guished Professor of Medicine at Weill Cornell. “If this
translates to humans, it could achieve long-term islet
cell stability and put an end to the lifelong use of power-
fulimmune-suppressing agents in transplant patients.” m

Easing Panic Disorder With Therapy

IT’S BEEN AROUND FOR A CENTURY, BUT UNTIL
now, no study has proven the effectiveness of psycho-
dynamic psychotherapy against any major psychiatric
illness. “However, our small study of 49 patients treated
for 12 weeks found that this approach was twice as
effective in easing panic disorder as another standard
therapy, called applied relaxation training (ART),” said
Dr. Barbara Milrod, associate professor of psychiatry at
Weill Cornell and an associ-
ate attending physician at
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospi-
tal/Weill Cornell. Reporting
in the American Journal of
Psychiatry, her team found
that 73 percent of patients
responded to psychodynamic
psychotherapy vs. 39 percent

e . |

Dr. K. Craig Kent Named Greenberg-Starr
Professor of Surgery

Professor of Surgery DR. K. CRAIG KENT
has been named the first Greenberg-
Starr Professor of Surgery at Weill
Cornell Medical College, named for

Maurice R. Greenberg and the Starr
Foundation in recognition of their $2
million commitment to endow the
position. Dr. Kent also serves as chief

e/
N

Surgery at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital at its two major med-

of the combined Division of Vascular

ical centers NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell and NewYork-
Presbyterian/Columbia.

Weill Cornell Medical College has led important research findings
in the treatment of vascular disease, including prevention and
treatment of stroke and “Quick Screen” for abdominal aortic
aneurysm. Ongoing research includes studies in gene therapy,
drug-eluding stents, and advanced carotid stenting and grafts
for aneurysms.

“The pace of innovation and excellence that is continually
demonstrated by the Division of Vascular Surgery would not be
possible without the leadership and commitment of Hank Green-
berg. For his continued support, we are all very grateful,” said Dr.
Antonio M. Gotto Jr., the Stephen and Suzanne Weiss Dean of Weill
Cornell Medical College.

“I am grateful for this honor. The Division of Vascular Surgery is
truly a team effort and recognition goes to the outstanding
achievements of my many talented colleagues,” said Dr. Kent. m

>>>from page 3

academicaffairs
andappointments

Dr. Marc Silverstein Appointed Chairman of
Department of Public Health at The Methodist
Hospital in Houston, and Professor of Public Health
at Weill Cornell

DR. MARC SILVERSTEIN has been
appointed chairman of the newly created
Department of Public Health at Weill
Cornell Medical College’s affiliate The
Methodist Hospital in Houston. Dr.
Silverstein has simultaneously been
named professor of public health at
Weill Cornell. The announcement repre-
sents the seventh major joint appointment
since The Methodist Hospital affiliated with Weill Cornell in 2004.

“The appointment of Marc Silverstein represents an important
step in the unique and innovative partnership between Weill Cor-
nell Medical College and The Methodist Hospital. A strong culture
of collaboration between our two institutions will enable valuable
public health research in Texas and beyond,” said Dr. Antonio M.
Gotto Jr., dean of Weill Cornell.

As the parent academic department, the public health depart-
ment at Weill Cornell Medical College serves in an advisory and
oversight capacity to the department in Houston. A joint advisory
committee ensures alignment of goals and objectives, facilitates
academic recruitment, and fosters collaboration on research and
educational programs.

Dr. Silverstein previously served as clinical scholar at the Insti-
tute for Health Care Research & Improvement for the Baylor Health
Care System in Dallas. m

at the Westchester Division. m

>>>from page 1

of those treated with ART. m Dr. Barbara Milrod

Dr. Skorton Makes the Rounds

pediatrics at the Medical College.

“Because an academic health center like
Weill Cornell and NewYork-Presbyterian Hos-
pital interacts heavily with the public, it faces
unusually complex issues,” he said. “Human
and animal research is subject to extraordi-
narily tight governmental regulations, while

patient care activities must be handled as
both business and academic ventures.”

Dr. Skorton noted that there are peculiar
challenges to managing an academic health
center. “The question is, what should we
do with this well-functioning but brittle
enterprise?”
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For his part, Dr. Skorton—who jokingly
described himself as “a doctor who went
wrong, basically” by becoming an adminis-
trator—enjoyed the opportunity to revisit
Grand Rounds. “I feel like I'm coming back
home to be in a Medicine Grand Rounds,” Dr.
Skorton said. “Although | must say, when |
was an associate chair of medicine we never
got turnouts like this at Grand Rounds.” m

Treating Prostate Cancer: More Is More

Dr. Tewari, in many cases, doctors de-
cide prostate tumors are untreatable and
then advise less aggressive treatments, if
any. “Unfortunately, pessimism abounds
among many doctors, who believe that
aggressive prostate cancers are beyond
cure and should only be followed with
watchful waiting, postponing immediate
treatment,” he said. “Our new study
points to the fallacy of this outlook.”
More research may be needed to turn the
conventional wisdom around, however.
“Ultimately, randomized clinical trials
studying long-term outcomes will be neces-
sary to fully demonstrate the benefit
of treatment for these patients,” said study

co-author Dr. David Nanus, medical direc-
tor of the genitourinary oncology program
at NewYork-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell and
the Mark V. Pasmantier Professor of Hema-
tology at Weill Cornell Medical College.

of research into better, safer means of treat-
ing prostate disease. He recently received a
$99,000 Competitive Awards Program
grant from the Prostate Cancer Founda-
tion for developing procedures that would
allow men to retain full sexual function af-
ter surgical removal of the prostate. An-

“Ultimately, randomized clinical trials studying long-term
outcomes will be necessary to fully demonstrate the benefit

of treatment for these patients.”

Last year, over 234,000 American men re-
ceived a prostate cancer diagnosis. Left un-
treated, 85 percent of men with prostate
cancer will die of the disease within 10 years.

Dr. Tewari has long been at the forefront
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— Dr. David Nanus

nouncing the prestigious award, the
foundation lauded Dr. Tewari’s pioneer-
ing efforts as “significant contributions to-
ward accelerating the end of death and
suffering from prostate cancer.” m
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Anesthesiology Expo
Highlights Research, Careers

RESEARCH ON TOPICS IN ANESTHESIOLOGY
from basic science through postoperative patient
care was on display during the Third Annual Anes-
thesiology Research Expo, held in Weill Cornell
Medical College’s Department of Anesthesiology
from March 12 to 16. The weeklong expo high-
lighted 19 research projects by anesthesiology fac-
ulty, residents, postdoctoral fellows and graduate
students, as well as collaborators from other clini-
cal and research departments.

“This reflects the work of everybody within the
department doing research and most of the stud-
ies involve a postdoctoral fellow, resident or stu-
dent as the lead author,” said Dr. Hugh Hemmings,
professor of anesthesiology and pharmacology
and vice chairman of research for the department.

The projects on display featured those com-
pleted in the last year as well as research pre-
sented at meetings of the International Anesthesia
Research Society and the Society of Cardiovascu-
lar Anesthesiologists.

Beyond educating staff and residents, the expo
also provided a chance for clinicians and scientists
across a department of more than 5o faculty mem-
bers and 11 research teams to meet face-to-face
and discuss complementary projects. Potential
and current anesthesiology students and resi-
dents also found opportunities to become more
involved in the department’s research studies. m
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